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gramme involved, of course, heavy expenditure, and
it was in respect of the raising of money that the
Regent and the Diet had come into conflict (1860).
The struggle was at its height when Qanuary 2nd
1861) the Regent became King. So fierce and
acrimonious was the debate that when Bismarck
arrived from Paris to assume office, he found William
seated despondently in his palace at Potsdam with
his abdication actually signed in front of him* The
King predicted that very shortly both he himself
and Bismarck would experience the fate of Charles I
of England and the Earl of Strafford.
The parallel between the English situation in the
sixteen-fbrties  and   the  Prussian   situation  in  the
eighteen-sixties was, indeed, an exceedingly close
one.    Both were disputes concerning money be-
tween a monarch claiming to rule by divine right
and an elected assembly claiming to represent the
will of the people.  The outcome of the two struggles,
however,  was  totally  different.    In  England  the
Parliament had prevailed and had laid firmly the
foundations of present-day democracy.    In Prussia
the King, as guided by Bismarck, won the fight,
and so established the basis on which was built the
autocracy of William H and the  dictatorship  of
Hitler.   If we ask what were the causes that led to
the royal triumph, the answer I think is, first, the
difference between the weak and timorous Charles I
who failed to support Strafford, and the strong and
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